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This instruction implements Department of the Air Force Instruction (DAFI) 17-220, Spectrum 

Management, and outlines the responsibilities and rules for management of radio frequencies on 

Misawa Air Base (AB). This instruction applies to all units assigned, attached, and associated with 

the 35th Fighter Wing (35 FW) that utilize radio frequencies on Misawa AB. Tenant units not 

associated with the 35 FW must coordinate their frequency requirements with the 35th 

Communications Squadron (35 CS) Installation Spectrum Manager (ISM) through their respective 

home station Spectrum Manager. Refer recommended changes and questions about this 

publication to the Office of Primary Responsibility (OPR) using the AF Form 847, 

Recommendation for Change of Publication; route AF Forms 847 from the field through the 

appropriate functional chain of command.  “Ensure all records generated as a result of processes 

prescribed in this publication adhere to AFI 33-322, Records Management and Information 

Governance Program, and are disposed in accordance with the Air Force Records Disposition 

Schedule, which is located in the Air Force Records Information Management System,” 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES 

This document is substantially revised and must be completely reviewed.  This revision updates 

Frequency Management Policies set for Misawa Air Base Japan. 

1. Introduction.

1.1.  Due to increased radio frequency congestion in the Misawa area, commanders must

manage assigned radio frequencies to meet key mission needs. Planning and coordination with
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proper command authority is essential for all radio frequency and electromagnetic 

compatibility matters to provide an environment free from interference. 

2.  Responsibilities. 

2.1.  Installation Commander is responsible for all electromagnetic radiation emanating from 

the installation and from those outlying activities hosted by the installation. 

2.2.  Installation Spectrum Manager (ISM) will: 

2.2.1.  Submit all frequency actions through appropriate command channels. 

2.2.2.  Provide users an authorization document of assigned frequencies and operational 

parameters, upon authorization. 

2.2.3.  Publish a Radio Frequency Management Instruction for the installation defining the 

management of all electromagnetic radiation devices within the manager’s area of 

responsibility. 

2.2.4.  Establish a frequency management education program. 

2.2.5.  Attempt to resolve interference problems at the local level. 

2.2.6.  Maintain a complete list of all United States Forces Japan (USFJ) frequencies 

assigned to Misawa AB. 

2.2.7.  Assist using organizations in the preparation of electromagnetic interference (EMI) 

reports via the Misawa Air Base EMI Report (Attachment 2) for Ground-based EMI or 

the AF Spectrum Interference Resolution (Attachment 3) for Air-based EMI, respectively. 

3.  Using Organization. 

3.1.  Users will comply with user organization responsibilities outlined in DAFI 17-220. 

3.2.  Users will not commit funds or award contracts for the purchase of spectrum dependent 

equipment prior to obtaining frequency and equipment approval from the 35 FW ISM. 

3.3.  Any organization that radiates electromagnetic energy will appoint a Unit Frequency 

Manager (UFM) for all frequency matters. 

3.4.  The UFM will: 

3.4.1.  Hold a at minimum a SECRET level clearance. 

3.4.2.  Have a SIPRNet account and access to a SIPRNet terminal. 

3.4.3.  Have one-year retainability at Misawa AB. 

3.4.4.  Complete annual training created by the ISM and inform the ISM of completion 

dates. 

3.4.5.  Coordinate all frequency actions, plans, programs, and requirements using or 

changing the use of the radio frequency spectrum with the ISM. 

3.4.6.  Identify frequency needs via the Frequency Assignment Request Form (Attachment 

4), to the ISM a minimum of 120 days prior to required date. 

3.4.7.  Contact the ISM to ensure the proper authorizing Spectrum Management (SM) 

agency (5 AF/A6, PACAF A3/A6, PACOM-J) designates and approves operating 
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frequencies and have obtained approval to use the equipment in the host country. Users 

will not commit funds or award contracts prior to confirming frequency and equipment 

approval in the host country. 

3.4.8.  Maintain the frequency authorization documents for each frequency, review 

authorization documents annually, and identify frequencies that are no longer in use or 

required.  A copy of the annual review will be forwarded to the ISM. 

3.4.9.  Ensure frequencies are used in compliance with frequency assignments and 

governing directives. 

3.4.10.  Ensure the operation of equipment that radiates electromagnetic energy complies 

with authorized limitations and tolerance. 

3.4.11.  Investigate and prepare all required Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) reports 

via the Misawa Air Base EMI Report (Attachment 2) for Ground-based EMI or the AF 

Spectrum Interference Resolution (Attachment 3) for Air-based EMI, respectively. 

4.  Processing. 

4.1.  UFMs will submit all permanent, temporary, or deployed frequency requests via the 

Frequency Assignment Request Form (Attachment 4) to the ISM. The ISM will review the 

form for completeness and a frequency proposal will be submitted to the 5th Air Force (5 AF) 

and the Pacific Air Forces (PACAF) Spectrum Management Office via Spectrum XXI 

software. 5 AF and PACAF Spectrum Management Offices will validate the requirement and 

forward to the proper assigning authority. 5 AF and PACAF Spectrum Management Office 

will coordinate all frequency requests within Japan or at the deployed location. All non-

temporary frequency requests must be submitted at least 120 days prior to the required date. 

Temporary requests must be submitted at least 90 days prior to required date. 

4.2.  Request for new frequencies. UFMs will submit requests with complete explanation and 

justification of the requirement. Classified frequency requirements must include the 

classification directive. An approved frequency is required prior to equipment purchase. 

4.3.  Modifications. Proposed modifications to assigned frequencies will be submitted in 

writing and approved by the ISM before any changes or modifications are implemented to 

ensure no interference with other authorized users. 

4.4.  Deletion of assigned frequencies. Users will notify the ISM in writing when an assigned 

frequency is no longer required. 

4.5.  Temporary frequency requirements. No frequency will be used until a temporary 

frequency assignment is received. 

4.6.  Deployment frequency. All requirements for use of frequencies at a deployed location 

must be obtained through the home station ISM. 

4.7.  Radio frequency interference. Due to the congestion of the radio frequency spectrum, 

users may experience interference of assigned frequencies. When interference is disruptive and 

recurring, the user will log the occurrence and submit an EMI report. Interference must be 

reported as prescribed in AFI 17-221, Spectrum Interference Resolution Program. 
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5.  Policy on Consumer Products that Emit Radio Frequencies. 

5.1.  The Radio Law of Japan prohibits the use of radio frequencies on which U.S. non- 

licensed devices such as cordless phones, walkie-talkies, and baby monitors often operate. This 

is emphasized on devices in the 900 MHz band. In those cases, similar, locally purchased 

products, specifically manufactured for use in Japan, should be used instead to stay within the 

authorized frequencies. 

6.  Radio Controlled Model Equipment. 

6.1.  Authorized radio frequencies. The Government of Japan has authorized the use of these 

frequencies for radio controlled (RC) model equipment: 

6.1.1.  The 26.995 MHz, 27.045 MHz, 27.095 MHz, and 27.255 MHz; 2 watts power, A1A 

and A2D emissions.6.1.2. 72.24 MHz, 72. 4 MHz, and 75.64 MHz; 1 watt power; A1A 

and A2A emissions. 

6.2.  Restrictions on use of authorized frequencies. 

6.2.1.  The transmitter will not exceed the parameters above. 

6.2.2.  The operator, transmitter, and controlled device must be within the requirements of 

the installation Model Aircraft policy. 

6.2.3.  The operator must have written approval from the installation commander prior to 

recreational operation of RC model equipment outside of the authorized areas prescribed 

in the Model Aircraft policy. 

6.2.4.  As directed by DAFI 17-220, users will report interference activity to the ISM. The 

ISM will conduct an investigation and mitigate the interference. Operation of a transmitter 

declared by the ISM to be causing interference with another communications- electronic 

facility or device will stop immediately. Post-mitigation the ISM will file an Air Force 

Spectrum Interference Resolution report. Transmissions may resume when the cause of the 

interference is eliminated. 

6.2.5.  Private organizations, such as hobby clubs, may obtain frequency authorization by 

contacting the ISM. 

 

MICHAEL P. RICHARD, Col, USAF 

Commander, 35th Fighter Wing 
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Attachment 1 

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

References 

DAFI 17-220, Spectrum Management, 8 June 2021 

AFI 17-221, Spectrum Interference Resolution Program, 11 May 2018 

AFMAN 33-322, Records Management and Information Governance Program, 28 Jul 2021 

Prescribed Forms 

Misawa Air Base Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) Report 

AF Spectrum Interference Resolution (AFSIR) Worksheet 

Misawa Air Base Frequency Assignment Request Form 

Adopted Form 

AF Form 847, Recommendation for Change of Publication 

Abbreviations and Acronyms 

AB—Air Base 

AFI—Air Force Instruction 

EMI—Electromagnetic Interference 

ISM—Installation Spectrum Manager 

POC—Point of Contact 

RC—Radio Control 
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Attachment 2 

MISAWA AIR BASE ELECTROMAGNETIC INTERFERENCE (EMI) REPORT 

Figure A2.1.  Misawa Air Base Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) Report (1 of 2). 
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Figure A2.2.  Misawa Air Base Electromagnetic Interference (EMI) Report (2 of 2). 
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Attachment 3 

AF SPECTRUM INTERFERENCE RESOLUTION (AFSIR) WORKSHEET 

Figure A3.1.  AF Spectrum Interference Resolution (AFSIR) Worksheet (1 of 2) 
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Figure A3.2.  AF Spectrum Interference Resolution (AFSIR) Worksheet (2 of 2). 
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Attachment 4 

MISAWA AIR BASE FREQUENCY ASSIGNMENT REQUEST FORM 

Figure A4.1.  35FW Installation Spectrum Management (1 of 4). 
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Figure A4.2.  35FW Installation Spectrum Management (2 of 4). 
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Figure A4.3.  35FW Installation Spectrum Management (3 of 4). 
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Figure A4.4.  35FW Installation Spectrum Management (4 of 4). 
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