
BY ORDER OF THE HQ UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY 
SUPERINTENDENT INSTRUCTION 11-209 

 
10 FEBRUARY 2009 

 
Flying Operations 

 

USAFA AERIAL EVENTS 
 

COMPLIANCE WITH THIS PUBLICATION IS MANDATORY 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

ACCESSIBILITY:  Publications and forms are available on the e-Publishing website at  
                                   www.e-publishing.af.mil for downloading or ordering. 
 

RELEASABILITY:  There are no releasability restrictions on this publication. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

OPR:  HQ USAFA/PA HQ USAFA/CM (Maj. William Ashworth) 
 Pages:  13 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

This instruction implements Department of Defense Instruction (DoDI) 5410-18, Public Affairs 
Community Relations Policy, DoDI 5410-19, Public Affairs Community Relations Policy 
Implementation, Air Force Policy Directive (AFPD) 36-35, United States Air Force Academy, 
1 Feb 07, Air Force Instruction (AFI) 11-209, Aerial Event Policy and Procedures, AFI 35-101, 
Public Affairs Policies and Procedures and AFPD 11-2, Aircraft Rules and Procedures.  This 
instruction applies to all United States Air Force Academy (USAFA) personnel and 
organizations located on USAFA, including any tenant units.  Refer recommended changes and 
questions about this publication to the Office of Primary Responsibility (OPR) using AF Form 
847, Recommendation for Change of Publication.  Ensure that all records created as a result of 
processes prescribed in this publication are maintained in accordance with AFMAN 33-363, 
Management of Records, and disposed of in accordance with the Air Force Records Disposition 
Schedule (RDS) located at https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af61a/afrims/afrims/.  See 
Attachment 1 for a glossary of references and supporting information. 
 
 
1.  Purpose.  This instruction provides guidance on planning and coordinating aerial events at 
USAFA.  It emphasizes the distinction between a flyover, an aerial demonstration and an aerial 
review and the procedures required to request them.  Definitions are provided in Attachment 1. 
 

1.1.  Aerial reviews are reserved only for the most meaningful national occasions and must 
be approved by SAF/PAC, HQ USAF/A3OOB with final approval by OASD/PA. 

 
1.2.  Launching rockets, balloons or other airborne projectiles on or over USAFA property, 
including Stillman Parade Field, is not considered an aerial event but requires prior 
coordination with 306 OSS/OSOA. 
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2.  Responsibilities. 
 

2.1.  The Directorate of Academy Communications (HQ USAFA/CM) will: 
 

2.1.1.  Develop and publish a Superintendent-approved annual aerial events schedule 
that identifies the priority and desired aircraft types and specific airframes (e.g., F-15, 
B-1, etc.) for the Academy’s significant recurring events NLT 14 June each year 
(Attachment 3). 

 
2.1.2.  Coordinate USAFA/CC’s requirements with 306 FTG for all USAFA aerial 
events. 

 
2.1.3.  Request any waivers or ETPs required to conduct aerial reviews via 
memorandum (see sample at Attachment 5). 

 
2.1.4.  Request and track approval/disapproval of any ETPs or waivers to existing 
directives required to conduct USAFA aerial events. 

 
2.1.5.  Confirm with 306 OSS/OSOA on the day of each event that all parties have 
received notification via the 306 FTG Form AE 210, USAF Academy Aerial Event 
Notification, and coordinate any last-minute changes. 

 
2.2.  USAFA Offices of Primary Responsibility (OPRs) and organizational project officers 
will: 

 
2.2.1.  Submit requests for flyovers or small scale aerial events not on the recurring 
USAFA aerial event schedule to the HQ USAFA/CM NLT 60 days prior to the event 
for events open to the public, and NLT 30 days prior to the event for events open only 
to the military.  Request will include the date/time of the event, description of the event, 
any DV attendees and specific aircraft requested (see Attachment 4). 

 
2.2.2.  Coordinate with HQ USAFA/CM NLT 60 days prior for recurring USAFA aerial 
events and monitor status until approval is received and aircraft are scheduled.  
HQ USAFA/CM can be contacted by phone at 333-7731 or email 
(usafa.cm.taskers@usafa.af.mil).  Requests do not need to be submitted annually for 
those events listed on the recurring aerial event schedule. 

 
2.2.3.  Coordinate execution of flyovers on event day with designated POC from 
306 OSS.  Ensure all parties involved are informed of any event schedule or venue 
changes as soon as possible. 

 
2.3.  The 306th Flying Training Group, through the 306th Operations Support Squadron’s 
Current Operations Flight (306 OSS/OSOA), has agreed to: 

 



USAFAI11-209    10 FEBRUARY 2009 3

2.3.1  Request aerial events by completing DD Form 2535, Request for Military Aerial 
Support IAW AFI 11-209, Aerial Event Policy and Procedures.  Requests should be 
submitted NLT 45 days prior to the event. 

 
2.3.2.  After receiving written approval (if required), coordinate with supporting flying 
units to source required aircraft. 

 
2.3.2.1.  Document initial and subsequent contact with units performing in an aerial 
event. 

 
2.3.3.  Provide on-site scenic control for all USAFA aerial events conducted over 
USAFA property requiring time critical sequencing or increased supervision for safety 
purposes. 

 
2.3.4.  Coordinate all flyover procedures and aircrew briefings, exercising positive 
control of all involved aircraft through the USAFA Aerial Control Team (ACT) and/or 
USAFA airfield (KAFF) control tower. 

 
2.3.5.  Coordinate all flyover execution with the designated event OPR or project 
officer. 

 
2.3.6.  Coordinate event with all 10th Air Base Wing agencies for required support.  
This may involve sweeping landing areas, standby of Fire Department, etc. 

 
2.3.7.  Request and coordinate performance of the USAF Thunderbirds for the 
Graduation Ceremony.  Request must be submitted through SAF/PAC NLT 1 August 
each year. 

 
2.3.8.  Complete 306 FTG Form AE 210 (sample at Attachment 2) from information 
provided in aircrew information form (sample at Attachment 4). 

 
2.3.9.  Notify, at a minimum, the following offices of all aerial events via fax, e-mail or 
telephone:  Superintendent (HQ USAFA/CC), Vice Superintendent (HQ USAFA/CV), 
Director of Communications (HQ USAFA/CM), Commandant of Cadets 
(HQ USAFA/CW), Athletic Director (HQ USAFA/AD), 306th Flying Training Group 
Commander (306 FTG/CC), USAFA Director of Safety (HQ USAFA/SE), 10th Air 
Base Wing Commander (10 ABW/CC) and Preparatory School Commander 
(HQ USAFA/PL).   

 
2.3.9.1.  These mission elements will ensure the following subordinate units are 
notified as required:  Cadet Wing Command Center, Jacks Valley NCOIC 
(HQ USAFA/CWTTO) (only when operating over Jacks Valley), Combat Arms 
Range NCOIC (10 SFS/SFTC), Mortuary Affairs (10 MSG/SVMM) (only when 
supporting a funeral or memorial), Public Affairs (HQ USAFA/PA), Protocol 
(HQ USAFA/CCP), 10th Security Forces Squadron Commander (10 SFS/CC), 10th 
Civil Engineer Squadron Commander (10 CES/CC), Director of Plans and 
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Programs (HQ USAFA/XP) and any other organization having primary or 
secondary responsibility for the aerial event or venue. 

 
2.3.10.  Notify Colorado Springs (COS) Approach at least 5 business days prior to 
aerial events involving more than four aircraft in formation during a pass.  This 
requirement may be reduced with concurrence of COS Approach on a case-by-case 
basis. 

 
3.  Planning and Approval.  All aerial events on or over USAFA must be coordinated through 
HQ USAFA/CM in advance.  Short-notice flyovers will be coordinated through 306 FTG/CC and 
approved on a case-by-case basis.  POCs for annual Academy events requesting flyovers will 
coordinate with HQ USAFA/CM prior to their desired aerial event date IAW paragraph 2.2.1.  
Contact HQ USAFA/CM by phone at 333-7731 or email (usafa.cm.taskers@usafa.af.mil). 
 

3.1.  Planning.  HQ USAFA/CM will coordinate, obtain Superintendent approval, and 
publish an annual large-scale aerial event schedule.  This schedule will include all recurring 
Academy events that request aerial events occurring between 15 June of the current year to 
14 June the next year. 

 
3.2.  Approval authority. 

 
3.2.1.  Superintendent of the US Air Force Academy (HQ USAFA/CC). 

 
3.2.1.1.  The Superintendent may approve flyovers of four or fewer of the same 
type aircraft.  This authority is delegated to the 306 FTG/CC. 

 
3.2.2.  19th Air Force Commander (19 AF/CC). 

 
3.2.2.1.  Capabilities exercise consisting of 306 FTG, USAFA-based, AETC-owned 
aircraft. 

 
3.2.3.  Secretary of the Air Force Public Affairs (SAF/PA) and/or HQ AF/A3OOB. 

 
3.2.3.1.  Public event.  Public event aerial reviews require additional scrutiny as 
defined in paragraph 3.2.4. below. 

 
3.2.3.2.  USAFA military sponsors of public events are required to submit requests 
via DD Form 2535 through USAFA/PA to SAF/PA a minimum of 45 days prior to 
the scheduled event. 

 
3.2.4.  Office of the Assistant Secretary of Defense for Public Affairs (OASD/PA). 

 
3.2.4.1.  All public event aerial reviews IAW AFI 11-209, Para 3.6.3, excluding 
airshows, open houses or international trade shows. 
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3.2.5..  Participation Approval.  All flying units must obtain participation approval IAW 
their MAJCOM supplement to AFI 11-209.  MAJCOM/CC approval is required for 
more than four aircraft in a formation or for multiple passes. 

 
4.  Execution.  Execution will be accomplished in accordance with 306 FTG guidance and all 
applicable Air Force and DoD instructions and Federal Aviation Regulations (FARs). 
 
5.  Prescribed and Adopted Forms. 
 

5.1.  Prescribed forms.  No forms are prescribed by this publication. 
 

5.2.  Adopted forms.  AF Form 847, Recommendation for Change of Publication, 306 FTG 
Form AE 210, USAF Academy Aerial Event Notification, and DD Form 2535, Request for 
Military Aerial Support. 

 
 
 
 
 WILLIAM ASHWORTH, Maj, USAF 
 Acting Director of Communications 
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Attachment 1 

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

References 

DoDD 5410-18, Public Affairs Community Relations Policy 

DoDI 5410-19, Public Affairs Community Relations Policy Implementation 

AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures 

AFI 11-209, Aerial Event Policy and Procedures 

AFPD 36-35, United States Air Force Academy 

USAFA Aerial Events Briefing Guide (306 FTG) 
 
Abbreviations and Acronyms 

ACT—Aerial Control Team 

AF—Air Force 

AFPD—Air Force Policy Directive 

AFI—Air Force Instruction 

DoD—Department of Defense 

DoDD—Department of Defense Directive 

DoDI—Department of Defense Instruction 

FARs—Federal Aviation Regulations 

FTG—Flying Training Group 

MAJCOM—Major Command 

OPR—Office of Primary Responsibility 

USAFA—United States Air Force Academy 
 
Terms (from AFI 11-209, pages 29-32) 

Aerial Control Team—A qualified individual or team of individuals who oversee and control 
USAF aerial participation, and aerial participation by other organizations, in selected public or 
military events.  ACT can be used synonymously with Ground Liaison Officer (GLO) for the 
purposes of this instruction. 
 
Aerial Demonstration—Aerial demonstration, a subset of aviation support, includes virtually 
every type of aerial participation by fixed-wing or rotary-wing aircraft in public or military 
events (except aerial review and flyover): aerobatics, assault landing/takeoffs, aircraft weapons 
or tactics demonstrations, USAF vintage aircraft programs, single-ship demonstration teams, 
airdrop demonstrations of personnel or equipment, engine-running offload and aircraft backing 
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maneuvers, in-flight refueling demonstrations, AFPT performances, CSAR demonstrations and 
helicopter flight demonstrations consisting of steep approach, quick-stop landing, hovering, fire 
suppression, and personnel AIE. Aerial demonstration is synonymous with the phrases aerial 
demo, aircraft demonstration, aircraft capabilities demonstration, and aircraft CAPEX. 
 
Aerial Event—Aerial event, synonymous with aviation support, comprises static display, 
flyover, aerial review and aerial demonstration.  Aerial demonstration includes a wide variety of 
aerial performances. 
 
Aerial Review—Aerial review, a subset of aviation support, is a flyover of more than four 
aircraft, or of multiple types of aircraft, or of aircraft representing more than one military service 
or nation, regardless of horizontal/timing separation of flying elements.  An aerial review may 
include civilian aircraft.  It may have elements in trail formation and will not involve precision 
maneuvers or demonstrations.  The elements of the aerial review may be individual aircraft, 
formations, or a combination of individual aircraft and formations.  A single element flyover 
involving four or fewer aircraft of multiple MDS of the same type from the same Military 
Service is not considered an aerial review. 
 
Capabilities Demonstration or Capabilities Exercise (CAPEX)—Normally associated with 
aircraft demonstrating unique characteristics of a weapon system or group of weapon systems.  A 
capabilities demonstration is one that shows the aircraft conducting maneuvers usually 
associated with its employment and is common to the airframe being shown. 
 
Flyover—Flyover, a subset of aviation support, is a straight and level flight limited to one pass 
by a single military aircraft, or by a single formation of four or fewer military aircraft of the 
same type from the same Military Service over a predetermined point on the ground at a specific 
time and not involving aerobatics or demonstrations; however, bank angles of up to 90 degrees 
are permissible and may be used if required to improve the spectator visibility of the aircraft. 
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Attachment 2 
 

SAMPLE 306 FTG FORM AE 210 



USAFAI11-209    10 FEBRUARY 2009 9

Attachment 3 
 

USAFA ANNUAL LARGE SCALE AERIAL EVENT SCHEDULE 
 
Date Event Desired Event OCRs Desired A/C 

Type 
March Recognition Parade Flyover CW Fighter, 

Bomber 
April Founders Day Parade Flyover CMA Any 
May Memorial Day Parade Missing man formation 

flyover 
CW, XP 4-ship Fighter 

or trainer 
May Graduation Parade Aerial event which 

includes Four transient 
aircraft and USAFA 
CAPEX (WOB, 
Gliders, Powered 
Aircraft) 

CW, XP  

May/June Graduation Ceremony USAF Thunderbirds 306 FTG, XP  
July Jacks Valley 

Encampment 
Flyover CW  

August Acceptance Parade Flyover CW  
August-
September 

Sponsors Day Parade Flyover CW  

September, 
Labor Day 
Weekend 

Parents’ Weekend 
Parade 

Aerial event which 
includes Four transient 
aircraft and USAFA 
CAPEX (WOB, 
Gliders, Powered 
Aircraft) 

CW, XP  

August-
December 

Home Football Games Flyover (WOB) ADS  

September-
November 

Home Inter-Service 
Academy Football 
Game 
Homecoming 
Memorial Ceremony 

Aerial event which 
includes Four transient 
aircraft and USAFA 
CAPEX (WOB, 
Gliders, Powered 
Aircraft) 

  

November Commandant’s 
Challenge 

Military Aerial Review CW  

Various times 
during 
academic year 

Noon Meal 
Formations 

Flyover CW  

As Announced Thomas D. White 
Award Parade 

Flyover CW, XP  
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Attachment 4 
 

SAMPLE 306 FTG AIRCREW INFORMATION FORM 
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Attachment 5 
 

SAMPLE WAIVER/EXCEPTION TO POLICY LETTER 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

MEMORANDUM FOR SAF/PA 
                                        OASD/PA 
                                        IN TURN 
 
FROM:  HQ USAFA/CC 
               2304 Cadet Drive, Suite 3300 
               USAF Academy CO 80840-5001 
 
SUBJECT:  Request for Aerial Review Exception to Policy for 2008 USAFA Graduation Parade and Determination of 

“Military” or “Public” Event Status for the Event 
 
References:  (a) AFI 11-209, Aerial Event Policy and Procedures 
                     (b) AFI 35-101, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures 
                     (c) DODD 5410.18, Public Affairs Policies and Procedures 
                     (d) DODI 5410.19, Public Affairs Community Relations Policy Implementation  
 
1.  USAFA requests an Exception to Policy (ETP) to conduct an Aerial Review during the Class of 2008 Graduation 
Parade, 27 May 2008.  The requested aerial review would consist of: 
 

a.  A 306 FTG capabilities demonstration (CAPEX) using USAFA-assigned, AETC-owned aircraft (powered and 
glider aircraft) and the USAFA Wings of Blue parachute demonstration team.  The CAPEX will showcase USAF Academy 
cadet airmanship programs to parents, family members, friends, and distinguished military and civilian guests, and will be 
conducted as part of normal training missions.  

 
b. Flyovers of transient (non-USAFA assigned) aircraft representing a cross section of USAF combat, support and 

training assets.  Specifically: 
 

(1) 2X Fighter Aircraft 
(2) 1X Transport Aircraft 
(3) 1X Tanker Aircraft 
(4) 2X Trainer Aircraft 
(5) 1X Rotary Aircraft. 

 
2.  This Aerial Review has been conducted annually for more than 20 years during the USAFA Graduation Parade.  These 
flyovers showcase the operational Air Force assets the cadets may operate in their future careers and demonstrate the 
capabilities of our Air Force.  Attendance at the Graduation Parade is traditionally 10K-12K people, plus coverage by 
local, regional and national media.  The parade is open to the general public. 
 
3.  Over the past four years, OASD/PA has limited the participation levels of the transient aircraft to as many as 10 and as 
few as four.  The justification has been primarily that the event should be opened to the general public for a greater impact 
and that the USAF had at one point placed a moratorium on flyover events nationwide.  Further, OASD/PA guidance has 
suggested the USAFA should not expect a greater complement of aviation assets for this event than they were willing to 
provide at other similar events. The USAFA Graduation Parade does not have an equivalent or similar event.  It is the 
culminating event for the next generation of Air Force officers and leaders. This event, even with limited attendance (10K-

 

HEADQUARTERS UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY 

USAF ACADEMY, COLORADO 

DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
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12K) of military, DoD and invited civilian guests, impacts a significant cross section of the entire nation; and that impact is 
not regionally constrained like many other DOD- and USAF-supported events (e.g., NASCAR races, NFL football games, 
air shows, etc).  All 50 States and most US territories are represented in the assembled Graduation Parade crowd, as well as 
many foreign nations through their military exchange cadets and invited dignitaries.  The Aerial Review allows those in 
attendance to carry back to their communities, bases and even foreign countries the overwhelming impact and importance 
of US Air Force operational airpower.  Through these attendees, this one event becomes the catalyst across our own nation 
to seek active support for the Academy, US Air Force and the entire DOD family (reference AFI 35-101, para. 1.8.3.2). 
 
5.  This event directly recognizes our senior cadets for their successful accomplishment of the USAF Academy mission, 
“To educate, train and inspire men and women to become officers of character, motivated to lead the United States Air 
Force in service to our nation.”  USAFA does not conduct the traditional open house or air show, primarily because the 
USAFA airfield control tower (KAFF) runway is too small to support most USAF aviation assets.  The Graduation Parade, 
in which the graduating cadets move out of the 4,300-person cadet wing and receive their first salute from their peers, is 
conducted on Stillman Parade Field where viewing space and seating is also limited.  With these factors considered, 
USAFA is ensuring the greatest impact at this one event in keeping with the community relations efforts dictated by DoD 
Public Affairs (reference DODD 5410.18, para. 4.1.1.1 and AFI 35-101, para. 1.8.2.1). 
 
6.  USAFA has maintained FAA-reviewed and -approved flyover procedures without significant change for more than 15 
years.  USAFA maintains an annual waiver from the FAA to conduct flyovers at 500 feet AGL, and up to 300 KIAS for 
specific military and civilian aircraft.  USAFA has a certified Aerial Control Team, SCENIC CONTROL, which conducts 
more flyover events, including Aerial Reviews, annually than any other single location nationwide.  This is primarily due 
to the high-visibility national cemetery funerals and the numerous other large-scale military events conducted on the 
Academy property each year (e.g., football games, cadet military training exercises, etc). 
 
7.  All transient aircraft that participate in this planned Aerial Review do so while conducting normal training missions en 
route to USAFA, either before or after the event, and are not generated specifically for the purpose of the event.  
OASD/PA has previously placed a restriction that transient aircraft should come from bases geographically closest to 
USAFA (per email from Cynthia Minnick, 11 April 2007).  While we seek support from the closest available units, this 
restriction prevents numerous aircraft that regularly transit Colorado on previously assigned missions from better 
supporting the event (reference DODD 5410.18, para. 4.2.2). 
 
8.  The referenced DOD directives and Air Force instruction indicate OASD/PA approval is required for “Public” event 
Aerial Reviews only.  USAFA considers its Graduation Parade a “Military” event and requests OASD/PA’s concurrence 
with that interpretation (reference AFI 11-209, Atch 1, pg. 32, definition of “Military” event). 
 
9.  We would appreciate your response, both for the requested ETP and a determination as to whether this event qualifies 
as a “Military” event by 15 February 2008 to allow enough time to work with the MAJCOMs to schedule aircraft (if 
approved) or to prepare alternate plans for the Graduation Parade (if disapproved).  POC for this request is Maj William 
Ashworth,  Acting Director of Communications, HQ USAFA/CM, DSN 333-7714 or (719) 333-7714, 
usafa.cm.taskers@usafa.af.mil. 
 
 
 
 

XXXX X. XXXXX, Lt Gen, USAF 
Superintendent 

 
CC: 
HQ USAF/A3 
HQ AETC/A2/3 
19 AF/CC 
SAF/PAC 
 


