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Air Force Instruction (AFI) 11-2KC-135, Volume 3, KC-135 Operations Procedures, 15 
August 2013, is supplemented as follows.  It implements Air Force Policy Directive (AFPD) 
11-2, Aircraft Rules and Procedures, and establishes policy for the operation of the 6th Air 
Mobility Wing (6 AMW)/927th Air Refueling Wing (927 ARW) assigned KC-135R aircraft to 
safely and successfully accomplish its worldwide mobility mission.  This Publication applies to 
91st Air Refueling Squadron, Standardization and Evaluation (91 ARS/DOV), and 63d Air 
Refueling Squadron, Standardization and Evaluation (63 ARS/DOV). Submit recommended 
changes to the 6th Operations Group, Standardization and Evaluation (6 OG/OGV), and 927th 
Operations Group, Standardization and Evaluation (927 OG/OGV) on an AF Form 847, 
Recommendation for Change of Publication.  To ensure compliance with these directives, the 
Chief of 6 OG/OGV and 927 OG/OGV will review this chapter annually or whenever a change 
is published to AFI 11-2KC-135V3.  All references to chapter X, paragraph X.X., refer to 11- 
2KC-135V3, unless another instruction is specifically identified.  This publication requires 
collecting and maintaining information protected by the Privacy Act of 1974 authorized by Title 
37 United States Code (U.S.C.) 301a (Incentive Pay), Public Law 92-204, Section 715 
(Appropriations Act for 1973), Public Laws 93-570 (Appropriations Act for 1974), 93-294 
(Aviation Career Incentive Act of 1974), and Executive Order 9397.  System of records notice 
F011 AF XO A, Aviation Resource Management System (ARMS) is available at: 
http://dpclo.defense.gov/privacy/SORNs/SORNs.html.  Ensure that all records created as a 
result of processes prescribed in this publication are maintained in accordance with Air 
Force Manual (AFMAN) 33-363, Management of Records, and disposed of in accordance 
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with the Air Force Records Information Management System (AFRIMS) Records 
Disposition Schedule located at https://www.my.af.mil/gcss-af61a/afrims/afrims/.  The use 
of the name or mark of any specific manufacturer, commercial product, commodity, or service in 
this publication does not imply endorsement by the Air Force (AF). 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES 

This document has been substantially revised and must be completely reviewed.  Some 
paragraphs and chapters were renumbered.  Major changes include:  waiver protocol (1.4.2), 
crew show times (3.11.1), FCF procedures (5.23), helmets for aircrew (6.2.7.1), Aircrew 
Publications Requirements (6.4), divert airfields (6.18.1), Lighting Warning (ECHO) 
(6.21.12.2.), Aircrew Arming (7.13), Fire/Crash Recovery Limits (9.3.2.9), Recommended 
Off-Station Transition Bases (Table 9.1.), Configuration in the Radar Pattern (14.4.2.10.1.), 
deletion of 325 FW Qual (15.1.1), deletion of Formation Break-Up and Recovery (18.10), and 
deletion of M050 guidance (17.4.3.1.4). 

1.2.  Applicability.  This instruction applies to all 6 AMW/927 ARW and attached individuals 
operating KC-135R/T aircraft. 

1.4.2.  Waivers.  Coordinate waivers for this supplement via the 6 OGV org box 
6og.ogv@us.af.mil or 927og.ogv@us.af.mil as appropriate.  Aircraft commanders and operations 
staff may reference Attachment 5 for proper format.  If time is critical, obtain a verbal waiver 
through C2 channels, and follow up with the paperwork as soon as practical. 

2.2.1.  The 6th Operations Support Squadron, Scheduling (6 OSS/OSOS), and 927th Operations 
Support Flight (927 OSF/OSO) are the point of contact (POC) for requesting Off Station 
Training Flights (OSTF). 

2.4.5.  (Added)  Diverts From Homestation.  Notify the Command Post (6 AMW/CP) as soon as 
possible when diverting.  Coordinate through 6 AMW/CP to ensure the divert location can 
provide the required support.  The aircrew will contact 6 AMW/CP as soon as practical after 
landing at an alternate airfield and relay crew/aircraft status and intentions.  Leave a telephone 
number where the crew can be reached. 

2.5.1.  Aircrews will relay the take off and land times (in Zulu) to the 6 AMW/CP.  If takeoff is 
not on time (-20/+14 minutes of schedule), include the reason.  A single aircraft may relay all 
takeoff times for cell departures. 

2.8.  C2 Agency Telephone Numbers.  A listing of key telephone numbers is in Attachment 2. 

2.11.  Enroute Maintenance Support.  When handling maintenance problems at enroute 
stations (other than MacDill), the 618th Air Operations Center, Logistics Readiness Control, 
(618 AOC/XOCL, DSN 779-0363) is the command’s single point of contact for fixing broken 
aircraft.  If a 6 AMW/927 ARW tanker with maintenance problems lands at a base with or 
without KC-135 maintenance, notify 618 AOC/XOCL to coordinate repair arrangements.  
618 AOC/XOCL will coordinate all actions necessary to fix the aircraft.  927 ARW missions not 
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controlled by 618 AOC will contact their mission execution authority, as appropriate.  Aircrews 
will ensure their immediate theater commander, if chopped, or 6 AMW/CP, as appropriate, is 
aware of their status. 

3.11.1.  Planned alert time equals 4+30 hours prior to takeoff for TDY & formation missions to 
show at 3+30 (3+00 for 63 ARS).  91 ARS/63 ARS operations officers or designated 
representative will coordinate planned alert time with 6 AMW/CP, if applicable.  Aircraft 
commanders are responsible for ensuring all crewmembers are notified of any schedule changes 
affecting their mission (i.e., change in show time).  Aircrews will self-alert for local training 
missions, ensuring they are prepared to fly as depicted on the local flying schedule.  The standard 
show time for single ship locals is 3+00 hours prior to takeoff for 91 ARS crews, and 2+30 for 
63 ARS crews.  Crews will arrive at the aircraft NLT 1+30 hours prior to takeoff for formation 
flights or missions departing home station (exception: Boom Operators will arrive at the aircraft 
2+00 on Aeromedical Evacuation missions).  If the crew determines that more time is needed at 
the aircraft for training purposes, the crew must coordinate this request through squadron 
scheduling before entering crew rest.  Crews will show at the aircraft NLT 1+15 hours prior to 
takeoff for all other sorties. 

3.15.4.  (Added)  In order for aircrew assigned/attached to other units to fly local 
6 AMW/927 ARW missions and/or fill deployment taskings, an interfly agreement is required.  
Such personnel will be administratively supported as follows: 

3.15.4.1.  (Added)  91 ARS/63 ARS Squadron Aviation Resource Management (SARM) will 
maintain the interfly agreement.  SARM will also maintain the training level, last fly date, and 
expiration dates of all GO/NO-GO items. 

3.15.4.2.  (Added)  If interfly agreement is for local missions, 6 OG/OGT and 927 OSF will 
maintain local area training documentation. 

3.15.4.3.  (Added)  91 ARS/DOV and 927 OG/OGV will maintain a copy of the crewmember’s 
current AF Form 8, Certificate of Aircrew Qualification, and Letter of Xs, USAF Certification of 
Aircrew Training. 

3.15.5.  (Added)  Attached Aircrew.  Aircrew assigned to bases other than MacDill who are 
attached to the 91 ARS/ 63 ARS will be administratively supported as follows: 

3.15.5.1.  (Added)  91 ARS/63 ARS SARM will maintain the letter of attachment.  SARM will 
also maintain the training level, last fly date, and expiration dates of all GO/NO-GO items. 

3.15.5.2.  (Added)  Local area procedures will be accomplished prior to 1st flight. 

3.15.5.3.  (Added)  91 ARS/DOV and 927 OG/OGV will maintain FEFs and a certified Letter of 
Xs. 

4.3.1.  Users should reference paragraph 1.4.2 of this supplement for MEL waiver protocol. 
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5.13.2.2.  6 AMW/927 ARW aircrew should use Very High Frequency (VHF) as the primary 
radio when talking to MacDill Tower in the local traffic pattern to enhance situational awareness 
of local Visual Flight Rules (VFR) traffic. 

5.18.6.  (Added)  Operations from MacDill Air Force Base (AFB).  Due to ATC restrictions, 
1,600 feet above the runway, instead of 2,000 feet as directed by the Dash 1, will be used for flap 
clean-up height during MAX mode takeoffs or in the event of an engine failure on takeoff.  The 
maximum flap clean-up height for AC-CL mode takeoffs will be 1,600 feet.  Aircrews are 
permitted to pressurize the aircraft after leveling off at 1,600 feet. 

5.19.1.  The taxi lines on the North Ramp have been measured to ensure a minimum 10-foot 
clearance from any obstruction. 

5.20.4.  Additional local guidance can be found in MACDILLAFBI 11-250, Airfield Operations. 

5.22.1.4.  (Added)  A Bird Watch ALERT does not impose any restrictions on flying operations, 
yet crews need to be prepared for a greater chance of implementing Bird Watch Conditions 
(BWC) Moderate or Severe.  See also MACDILLAFBI 91-212, MacDill Air Force Base Bird 
Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) Program. 

5.22.1.5.  (Added)  Aircrews will notify tower if significant bird activity is observed and 
warrants a change in the BWC. 

5.22.2.  Bash Phase II window at MacDill is 1 November to 28 February.  The BASH window 
will be annotated on the flying schedule during Phase II.  During this window, a Bird Watch 
ALERT will be issued for the hours of 0900-1500 for the increased possibility of soaring birds 
(i.e., turkey vultures) over the airfield flying in the thermals.  Migratory periods from September 
– October and March – April may also present a rise in the local bird populace, especially one
hour before to one hour after sunrise and sunset at MacDill AFB, FL.  If conditions warrant, 
6 OSS/OSA will issue a Bird Watch ALERT and advise aircrew via Notice to Airmen 
(NOTAM), Automated Terminal Information Service (ATIS), and tower. 

5.22.4.1.  (Added)  Prior to transitioning at non-Department of Defense (DoD) airfields, 
planners/crews will obtain any available bird activity information prior to and during operation at 
the airfield (i.e., http://www.usahas.com).  Crews experiencing high bird activity at these 
locations will advise both the squadron and wing safety office of the hazards noted to include 
size and number of wildlife, altitude, and location on airfield. 

5.22.5.  The aircraft will be inspected by -135 qualified maintenance personnel.  Crews will not 
change aircraft configuration until it has been determined that it is safe to do so.  Bypass the 
birdbath if a bird strike is suspected. 

5.22.5.1.  (Added)  Aircrew Bird Strike Reporting.  Aircrews will use AF Form 853, Air Force 
Wildlife Strike Report, and AMC Form 97, AMC In-Flight Emergency and Unusual Occurrence 
Worksheet, to report a bird strike. Crews will turn in a copy to maintenance debrief and their 
squadron safety office.  The wing safety office must also be notified as soon as possible.  This is 
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required to ensure that evidence is preserved in order to identify the bird species involved.  The 
only identification features that should be preserved are feathers, feet, or beaks.  During non-duty 
hours, the on-call flight safety officer (FSO), 6th Maintenance Group/Quality Assurance (6 
MXG/QA), and Airfield Management Operations (AMOPS) personnel will make arrangements 
for the preservation of evidence until wing safety assumes responsibility for it.  If aircraft 
damage is known or suspected, immediately notify 6 MXG/QA. 

5.23.  Functional Check Flights (FCF), Acceptance Check Flights (ACF) and Operational 
Check Flights (OCF).  The purpose of the flight is to determine airworthiness or the proper 
function of aircraft systems prior to the aircraft’s release for use by regular crews. For all Check 
Flights, MacDill aircrews should confirm with MX/QA that the requirements/checklist have been 
reviewed by OG/OGV IAW MACDILLAFBI 21-105. FCFs, ACFs, and OCFs are not to be 
confused with a simple inflight operational check, which may be conducted by any crew on any 
sortie. 

5.23.3.  OG/OGV will be responsible for obtaining applicable Technical Orders (T.O.) and 
checklists for each crew position to conduct FCFs.  OG/OGV will also maintain a continuity 
folder for FCF duties and other relevant information. 

5.23.6.  FCF or High Speed Taxi Checks (HSTC) crews will be comprised of OG/CC appointed 
crewmembers designated in a letter maintained by OGV.  A copy of this letter will be forwarded 
to MXG/QA.  The OG/CC will verbally approve the aircrew for each FCF after assessing the 
ORM. 

5.23.9.1.  (Added)  Operational Check Flights (OCFs).  For 6 OG aircrews, the minimum OCF 
requirement is a fully qualified crew with one Instructor Pilot.  If the OCF is for the boom 
system, an Instructor Boom Operator is also required. 

6.1.2.  Nomex flight suit (green or desert brown, as applicable), cotton or fire retardant 
undergarments, and flight boots will be worn on all sorties  Attached/interfly personnel will wear 
the same uniform that 6 AMW/927 ARW crewmembers would wear flying the same mission. 

6.2.7.1.  Aircrew members are not required to carry helmets on all missions. Aircrew helmets 
will be carried on missions when directed by SPINS/OPORD and whenever Aircrew Eye-
Respiratory Protection System (AERPS) gear, parachutes, PLTZ or night vision goggles are 
required. 

6.2.7.2.  Qualified KC-135 crew members dedicated to supervising passengers are required to 
have either a preflighted quick don oxygen mask or helmet/mask connected to the MA-1 portable 
oxygen bottle during flight.  This provides respiratory protection and communications with the 
crew in the event of an emergency. 

6.4.  Aircrew Publications Requirements.  The 6 OG maintains one set of required T.O.s per 
assigned aircraft, plus a sufficient number for self-study and the FCIF library.  The primary 
source for all other publications is via the 6 OG electronic FCIF library, available on the One 
Stop Sharepoint site. 
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6.4.1.  (Added)  Electronic Publications.  91 ARS/DOV is responsible for maintaining currency 
of the AMC ePubs residing on the network drive and stand-alone machine.  At a minimum, these 
libraries will be updated weekly, or when DOV is notified of publications changes via FCIF.  
Crewmembers will ensure they have the most current ePubs prior  to every mission. 

6.4.2.  (Added)  Individual Publications.  91 ARS/DOV will make crewmembers aware of their 
option to maintain individual publications.  Crewmembers wishing to do so will notify DOV. 
DOV will create a discrete inbox for changes, file a 1522 for Q090, and notify 6 OG/OGV.  6 
OGV will ensure the Technical Order Distribution Officer (TODO) account properly reflects the 
number of assigned publications. 

6.4.2.1.  (Added)  Evaluations.  Crewmembers who maintain individual publications are 
required to perform a  publications review concurrent with their evaluations. 

6.4.2.  (Added)  EFB.  6 OGV will make the AMC ePubs library accessible to Air Force issued 
Electronic Flight Bags (EFB).  EFBs will be treated as individual publications and are 
inspectable for currency and accuracy.  Aircrews will refer to and comply with all stipulations set 
forth in the the Concept of Employment (CONEMP). 

6.10.5.  (Added)  One-Stop, Local Mission Kit, and Temporary Duty (TDY) Kits.  The pilot in 
command (PIC) will ensure an adequate review of the mission products is performed.  Flight-
managed missions still require the PIC to perform proper mission study, review of mission 
materials, and will ensure all required items are accomplished.  The PIC or designated 
representative is responsible for inventorying and signing out the mission kit for each sortie. 

6.10.5.1.  (Added)  Local and TDY Missions.  Local mission kits (Inflight Manual, laptop, 
power cord, power strip, and mouse) will be inventoried prior to/after each mission.  GPS units 
and printers may be carried on TDY missions.  Any missing items will be identified to dispatch. 

6.18.  Alternate Planning.  Weather, runway, and airfield restrictions should be the primary 
concerns when selecting an alternate.  The aircraft commander should land at the nearest suitable 
airfield, to include civilian airfields. 

6.18.1.  (Added)  A list of alternate/divert airfields is provided at Attachment 3.  Tampa 
International should be used as a primary divert alternate for planning purposes. 

6.21.12.  (Added)  Lightning Procedures on the Ramp.  In accordance with Air Force 
occupational safety standards, no one will be standing on the flight ramp when lightning has 
been reported within 5 statute miles (SM) of the field.  Safe areas for lightning protection include 
buildings, heavy aircraft, and vehicles.  The following two terms will be used over ATIS and 
6 AMW/CP frequencies to advise personnel of impending lightning hazards: 

6.21.12.1.  (Added)  Lightning Watch (DELTA):  Conditions are favorable for lightning activity 
within 5 SM of the airfield within 30 minutes.  The watch shall not expire earlier than 30 minutes 
from issue.  All ground operations are not affected by a lightning watch. 
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6.21.12.2.  (Added)  Lightning Warning (ECHO):  Lightning has been observed or reported 
within 5 SM of the field.  The warning will remain in effect until the threat has passed beyond 
the 5 SM ring, moving away from the field.  All personnel shall take appropriate shelter (vehicle, 
aircraft, or structure).  Outbound aircrews may continue preflight activities to the extent possible 
without a ground crew.  Crews will not start engines or taxi out of the parking ramp during a 
lightning warning.  They may taxi as soon as the ground marshaller has returned to his 
marshalling post.  Inbound aircrews may land and taxi onto the ramp and down a row, but will 
not turn into a parking spot until a follow-me or marshaller is present. Crews will have 
Command Post confirm with MOCC that the row is suitable for a significant delay.  If the 
Lightning Warning is expected to result in the aircraft holding short of its parking spot for more 
than 15 minutes, the aircraft commander should call the ADO, DO, or CC to request engine 
shutdown on the row. 

6.27.3.  LPUs will be placed at each primary crewmember’s position and readily available for 
passengers for all overwater operations, including transition at MacDill AFB. 

6.32.1.  Check receiver status through 6 AMW/CP prior to engine start and again prior to takeoff, 
if necessary.  Do not delay engine start to check receiver status if it will affect mission timing; 
however, obtain receiver status as soon as time permits. 

6.56.8.1.  MacDill crews are not required to carry COMSEC on every sortie. MacDill crews will 
carry COMSEC on TDY’s, Deployments, operational sorties, formation sorties and as required 
for training, exercises and mission requirements. 

6.62.  (Added)  Birdbath Procedures.  See Attachment 4. 

7.13.  OG Aircrew Arming.  On all missions transiting threat locations aircrews will contact 
Intel/Tactics to determine if arming is required. When transiting non-US controlled airfields, 
crews will consult AMCPAM 31-1, the AMC Aircrew Brochure, the classified AMC OPORD, 
and AFI 31-207.  The 6/927 OG interprets the AMCPAM 31-1 definition of “a reasonable 
expectation of isolation, hijacking…” as remaining overnight at a non-US controlled airfield.  In 
these cases, arming is recommended. 

8.6.3.1.  Aircraft commanders will turn in the AF Form 664, Aircraft Fuels Documentation Log, 
as well as fuel and/or  Multi-Service receipts to the 6 OG/927 OG Resource Advisor (RA) upon 
TDY return.  If returning after normal duty hours, aircraft commanders will turn in AF Form 
664/DD1898, Energy Sale Slip, with post-mission paperwork.  Mission review personnel will 
forward the items to the 6 OG/927 OG RA immediately upon concluding mission review. 

8.6.3.6.  Aircraft commanders will ensure in-flight fuel issue data is accurately entered in both 
the Air Mobility Command Fuel tracker and required AMC systems. 

8.6.3.12.1.2.1.  If unable to obtain receiver information in-flight, the aircraft commander or 
designated representative will contact the receiver unit and obtain the necessary data during post-
mission duties. 
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9.2.4.  This includes emergency gear/flap extension.  Aircraft commanders see AFI 11-401, 
Aviation Management, for further governance of incentive/Distinguished Visitor 
(DV)/familiarization/orientation flights. 

9.3.1.  Maximum traffic pattern/transition time is 3 hours.  If the aircraft commander determines 
that aircrew fatigue may compromise safety, transition training will be terminated.  Aircraft 
commanders will full stop once any main tank indicates less than 1.0K in straight and level 
flight. 

9.3.2.9.  (Added)  Fire Fighting/Crash Coverage.  I.A.W. AMCI 11-208 Table 10.2, the KC-135 
may be operated at airfields below the Optimum Level of Service (OLS).  However, for 
Operational Risk Management (ORM), touch-and-goes will not be accomplished at any service 
level below OLS.  OLS equates to 6,864 gallons and 16 firefighters, and will be reported at 
MacDill AFB as a percentage as appropriate.  Approval to conduct training below OLS will be 
coordinated through the OG/CC. 

9.4.3.  (Added)  Full Stop Taxi Back/Engine Running Crew Change (ERCC) Procedures.  
GDSS2 will reflect a line in the schedule for both halves of the ERCC.  Bus times will be 
scheduled as normal. 

9.4.3.1.  (Added)  The first crew will call Command Post 30 minutes prior to landing with 
maintenance status, fuel, and estimated land time.  Use entire runway length for stopping the 
aircraft to minimize required Brake Cooling Time (BCT).  After landing, the crew will taxi to 
parking for the crew change. Taxiway Juliet or other locations may be used to ERCC if 
necessary, provided clearance with ground, precoordination with the Maintenance Group (MXG) 
and OG, and no existing taxi conflicts. The departing crew will inform the oncoming crew of the 
earliest allowable takeoff time that will satisfy BCT or flight manual charted ground cooling 
requirements. The departing crew will also brief the oncoming crew of any maintenance 
discrepancies, complete AFTO Form 781, ARMS Aircrew/Mission Flight Data Document, (leave 
forms with the aircraft), and proceed to maintenance debrief to discuss any discrepancies. Leave 
the water jug, FLIP, and mission kit with the jet. The outgoing crew will take the data cards and 
secrets with them. If the oncoming crew requires secrets, they will check out their own bag. 

9.4.3.2.  (Added)  Do not shut down engines.  The departing crew will deplane through the crew 
entry chute and take the oncoming crew’s bus to maintenance debrief and base ops as required.  
Crew chiefs and fire bottles are not required if only aircrew and –135 maintenance personnel are 
involved. 

9.4.3.3.  (Added)  Orientation Flights.  The above procedure will be modified for orientation 
flights in that an Auxiliary Power Unit (APU) will be started, all engines will be shut down, and 
air stairs will be used to deplane passengers.  Two crew chiefs and a fire bottle are required.  
This may be done in conjunction with an ERCC or to facilitate transition training for the original 
crew.  Orientation flights carrying local civilian leadership will taxi back to the north ramp, shut 
down all engines, and deplane passengers via air stairs.  Keep an APU running if the same 
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aircraft is to be used again for transition training. Any ERCC where engines will be shutdown 
should return to parking, regardless of passengers. 

9.4.4.  (Added)  Off-Station Transition.  Table 9.1. lists recommended off-station transition 
bases with runway information. 

Table 9.1.  Recommended Off-Station Transition Bases 

Base Name ICAO 
Identifier 

Runway 
Direction 

Runway Dimensions 

Barksdale AFB KBAD 15/33 11,756 X 300 
Charleston AFB KCHS 15/33 

03/21 
9,001 X 200 
7004 X 150 

Eglin AFB KVPS 12/30 
01/19 

12,005 X 300 
10,012 X 300 

SW Florida Intl (Ft Myers) KRSW 06/24 12,000 X 150 
Homestead ARB KHST 05/23 11,201 X 300 
Hunter AAF KSVN 10/28 11,375 X 197 
Jacksonville NAS (Towers Field) KNIP 09/27 8,000 X 200 
Key West NAS KNQX 07/25 

03/21 
13/31 

10,001 X 200 
7,002 X 150 
7,001 X 150 

Patrick AFB KCOF 02/20 9,023 X 200 
Robins AFB KWRB 15/33 12,001 X 300 
Sarasota/Bradenton Intl KSRQ 14/32 9,500 X 150 
Seymour Johnson AFB KGSB 08/26 11,760 X 300 

9.4.5.  (Added)  Supplemental Evaluations.  All instructors are encouraged to participate in the 
Supplemental Evaluation Program.  The purpose of a supplemental evaluation is to provide 
non-retribution feedback to squadron and group leadership on either ground or flight activities 
with the aim of refocusing or validating current training.  Instructors may also be directed via a 
Standardization/Evaluation Board (SEB) to perform a supplemental evaluation on an event about 
which the group commander desires feedback.  Supplemental evaluations can be submitted via 
the post-flight hyperlink on the KC-135 One Stop Sharepoint site. 

9.4.6.  (Added)  Crews scheduled to transition off-station will thoroughly review airfield 
information and familiarize themselves with the off-station airfield/terminal area environment 
during mission planning.  This includes all available information on bird activity.  If off-station 
transition is pre-planned (greater than 24 hours from takeoff), aircraft commander or a 
designated representative will coordinate with the appropriate airfield to ensure permission is 
granted to conduct training. 

9.4.6.1.  (Added)  If pre-planned off-station transition training is desired at a location other than 
one of the recommended airfields, aircraft commanders will coordinate with wing scheduling 
and get approval from the  91 ARS/63 ARS/DO. 
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9.9.1.1.  Do not taxi with reported Runway Visual Range (RVR) below 1,600 feet or Runway 
Condition Reading (RCR) below 6 unless approved by OG/CC or appropriate execution 
authority. 

9.9.7.3.5.1.  (Added)  All landings with a gross weight greater than 210,000 lbs should be 
accomplished by an aircraft commander, instructor pilot or FP with direct IP supervision.  Touch 
and go landings greater than 210,000 lbs require OG/CC approval. 

13.2.1.4.2.1.  (Added)  MacDill KC-135R/T aircraft will be configured as depicted in AFI 
11-2KC-135V3 Addenda A or per locally generated/approved configurations. Any special 
configuration or deviations from Addenda A must be coordinated with wing scheduling, OGV 
Chief Evaluator Boom Operator, MXG/QA, Aircraft Maintenance Squadron (AMXS)  Dash-21 
and Aircrew Flight Equipment (AFE), if applicable, a minimum of 48 hours prior to scheduled 
takeoff. 

13.2.1.4.2.2.  (Added)  The standard configuration will be used on all local flights.  All other 
configurations will be reflected on an AF Form 4100, KC-135 Load Planning Worksheet or 
equivalent computer-generated worksheet. 

13.2.1.4.2.4.  (Added)  A minimum of four copies of the load planning worksheet will be 
distributed as follows:  One copy each for MXG/QA, aircraft weight and balance book, AMXS 
Dash-21, and the OGV Chief Evaluator Boom Operator. 

13.2.1.4.2.5.  (Added)  AMXS Dash-21 personnel will load and configure the aircraft utilizing 
AF Form 4100 or equivalent computer-generated worksheet. 

13.2.1.4.2.6.  (Added)  91 ARS/63 ARS Operations Superintendent or designated representative 
will work closely with 6 AMXS Dash-21, maintenance flightline supervisor, and wing 
scheduling to ensure the airplane is properly configured. 

13.2.1.4.2.7.  (Added)  The mission boom operator assigned to the mission will work closely 
with the 91 ARS/63 ARS Operations Superintendent to ensure his/her airplane is properly 
configured prior to entering crew rest.  If the airplane is unavailable prior to entering crew rest, 
the 91 ARS/63 ARS Operations Superintendent or designated representative will ensure the 
airplane is properly configured prior to its departure.  The 91 ARS/63 ARS Operations 
Superintendent or designated representative will contact 6 AMXS Dash-21 personnel to 
coordinate times and actions required.  Updated weight and balance data will be provided to the 
primary boom operator for mission planning purposes. 

13.2.1.4.2.8.  (Added)  Mobility/Deployments:  The 6 OG (supplemented by 927 OG, when 
necessary) will designate a liaison, preferably an instructor boom operator, to work closely with 
the 6 LRS load planning office, air terminal operations center, and deployment control center 
(DCC) (when operational) on all loading operations concerning the KC-135R.  In addition, the 
6 OG/927 OG representatives will remain in close contact with the AMXS production 
superintendent (Tanker Super), MXG/QA, and AMXS Dash-21 personnel to ensure loading 
operations run smoothly. 
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13.2.1.5.  (Added)  Heat Stress/Hydration.  An external air conditioner should be used to cool 
assigned aircraft during preflight checks, cargo loading operations, and cockpit maintenance 
lasting longer than 30 minutes when the Wet Bulb Globe Temperature (WBGT) index is above 
84 degrees Fahrenheit as measured by bioenvironmental engineering and reported to Base 
Operations during the summer months.  WBGT index above 84 is expected between the hours of 
1000 and 1600 daily during the period of 1 June through 30 September.  In addition, carry one 
quart of water per person per hour of planned ground operations during conditions 1, 2, or 3.  
Carry at least one quart per person per 4 hours of planned flight time regardless of heat stress 
condition. 

13.2.1.5.1.  (Added)  Beverage/water containers will be stored at One-Stop.  Crews will ensure 
enough water is available for any contingency/passengers.  Containers will be returned empty to 
the One-Stop after each flight and placed on the shelves (lid off) to drain/dry. 

14.2.5.  Aircrews will make every effort to take-off on time, versus taking off early for 
convenience.  Aircrews will use the following engine start timing at homestation based on active 
runway:  Runway 04, crews will start 25 minutes prior to take-off; Runway 22, crews will start 
20 minutes prior to take-off. 

14.2.8.1.  (Added)  For delays of 30 minutes or more, shut down unnecessary engines.  
Coordinate through CP for crew chiefs and fire bottles if engines will be restarted.  For delays of 
60 minutes or more, taxi back to parking and shut down all engines.  Coordinate with CP prior to 
taxiing back to parking. 

14.4.2.10.1.  (Added)  Due to congested airspace considerations, flaps 20 is the preferred 
configuration in the MacDill AFB radar and VFR pattern. 

16.1.1.  Mission Planning (Dispatch) will ensure crews receive a complete mission package for 
HHQ tasked missions or any other tasking deemed appropriate by the 6 OG/CC. 

17.3.3.1.4.  (Added)  When available, aircraft commanders should have a crewmember 
positioned in the instructor seat to help clear visually for other traffic.  After an initial 
introduction to flying in the boom pod, scanning for threats, and making threat calls, boom 
operators will fly in the cockpit as safety observers.  Boom operators will use threat calls in 
accordance with AFTTP 3-1, Employment and Tactics.  To the maximum extent possible, boom 
operators and navigators (if on board) will constantly crosscheck maneuvering airspeeds, 
configuration changes (to prevent over-speeding flaps and ensuring the gear is lowered as 
appropriate), and altitude clearances.  Situation permitting, they may also be assigned fuel panel 
management, checklist initiation, radio communications, and the approach and landing log 
duties.  This will facilitate a more efficient distribution of the aircrew workload and will enhance 
VFR clearing techniques. 

17.3.4.  Crewmembers are highly encouraged to submit Tactics Improvement Proposals (TIP) 
through 6 OSS/OSK. 
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18.6.1.  Formation leaders will conduct formation briefings using any suitable briefing guide that 
meets the criteria stated in AFI 11-2KC-135V3, chapters 6 and 18.  Refer to 
MACDILLAFBI 11-250 for additional guidance on cell departures.  The AFTTP 3-3.KC-135 
also provides a suitable guide. 

18.6.5.1.  When cell aircraft have significantly different gross weights (>10K), consider basing 
takeoff data on matched climb gradients and placing the lighter aircraft in the lead position. 

18.6.6.1.  During day visual meteorological conditions (VMC), visual cutoff to expedite join-up 
is pre-approved by letter of agreement with Tampa Approach Control. 

          
DANIEL H. TULLEY, Colonel, USAF 
Commander, 6th Air Mobility Wing 
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Attachment 1 

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

References  

AFI 11-202V2_AMCSUP_MACDILLAFBSUP, Aircrew Standardization/Evaluation 
Program,7 August 2013 

AFI 11-2KC-135V3, C/KC-135 Operations Procedures, 15 August 2013 

AFI 11-301V1, Aircrew Life Support (ALS) Program, 25 February 2009 

AFI 11-418, Operations Supervision, 15 September 2013 

AFI 36-2903_AMCSUP, Dress and Personal Appearance of Air Force Personnel, 5 April 2007 

MACDILLAFBI 91-212, MacDill Air Force Base Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard (BASH) 
Program, 8 November 2011 

MACDILLAFBI 11-250, Airfield Operations, 7 July 2010 

AFTTP 3-3.KC-135, Combat Aircraft Fundamentals – KC-135, 10 October 2013 

AFTTP 3-1, Employment and Tactics, 10 October 2013 

Title 37 U.S.C. 301a (Incentive Pay), Public Law 92-204, Section 715 (Appropriations Act for 
1973), Public Laws 93-570 (Appropriations Act for 1974), 93-294 (Aviation Career Incentive 
Act of 1974) 

T.O. 1-1-691., Aircraft Weapons Systems – Cleaning and Corrosion Control 

Executive Order 9397, Records Disposition 

Privacy Act System Number F011 AF XO A, Aviation Resource Management System (ARMS) 

Prescribed Forms 

No prescribed forms. 

Adopted Forms 

AF Form 847, Recommendation for Change of Publication 
AF Form 8, Certificate of Aircrew Qualification 
AF Form 853, Air Force Wildlife Strike Report 
AMC Form 97, AMC In-Flight Emergency and Unusual Occurrence Worksheet 
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AF Form 664, Aircraft Fuels Documentation Log 
AF Form 664/DD1898, Energy Sale Slip 
AFTO Form 781, ARMS Aircrew/Mission Flight Data Document 
Form 4100, KC-135 Load Planning Worksheet 

Abbreviations 

6 AMW--6th Air Mobility Wing 
6 AMW/CP--Command Post 
6 LRS--6th Logistics Readiness Squadron 
6 OG/OGV--6th Operations Group, Standardization and Evaluation 
6 OG/OGI--Intelligence 
6 OSS/OSK--Plans and Tactics 
6 OSS/OSOS--6th Operations Support Squadron, Scheduling 
63 ARS/DOV--63rd Air Refueling Squadron, Standardization and Evaluation 
91 ARS/DOV--91st Air Refueling Squadron, Standardization and Evaluation  
325 FW--325th Fighter Wing 
618 TACC/XOCL--618th Tanker Airlift Control Center, Logistics Control 
927 ARW--927th Air Refueling Wing 
927 OG/OGV--927th Operations Group, Standardization and Evaluation 
AERPS--Aircrew Eye-Respiratory Protection System 
AF--Air Force 
AFB – Air Force Base 
AFE--Aircrew Flight Equipment  
AFI--Air Force Instruction 
AFMAN--Air Force Manual 
AFPD--Air Force Policy Directive 
AFRIMS--Air Force Records Information Management System 
AFTTP--Air Force Tactics Techniques and Procedures 
AMC--Air Mobility Command 
AMCART--Air Mobility Command Air Refueling Tracker 
AMOPS--Airfield Management Operations 
AMXS--Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 
ARMS--Aviation Resource Management System 
ATIS--Automated Terminal Information Service 
BASH--Bird Aircraft Strike Hazard 
BCT--Brake Cooling Time 
BWC--Bird Watch Conditions 
DCC--Deployment Control Center 
DoD--Department of Defense 
ERCC--Engine Running Crew Change 
FEF--Flight Evaluation Folders 
HSTC--High Speed Taxi Checks 
ICAO--International Civil Aviation Organization 
MCT--Mission Certification Training  
MEGP--Mission Essential Ground Personnel 
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MXG/QA--Maintenance Group, Quality Assurance 
NAVAID--Navigation Aid 
NLT--Not Later Than 
OSTF--Off Station Training Flights 
POC--Point of Contact 
RCR--Runway Condition Reading  
RVR--Runway Visibility Recorder 
SARM--Squadron Aviation Resource Management 
ShP--Sharepoint 
SEB--Standardization/Evaluation Board 
SM--Statue Miles 
SOE--Schedule of Events 
TAD--Tactical Arrival and Departure 
TDY--Temporary Duty 
TIP--Tactics Improvement Proposals 
T.O.--Technical Order 
U.S.C.--United States Code 
VFR--Visual Flight Rules 
VHF--Very High Frequency 
VMC--Visual Meteorological Conditions 
WBGT--Wet Bulb Globe Temperature 
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Attachment 2 (Added) 

KEY TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

The following telephone numbers are provided to assist crews in coordinating mission 
requirements through appropriate agencies.  The telephone numbers are subject to change 
without notice. 

C2 Agencies 

Unit DSN Secure Commercial 
HQ AMC/A3T 779-2553 618-229-2553 
TACC/Scott AFB 1-800-247-6625 
  TACC Senior 779-2123 618-229-2123 
  Contingency and Air Refueling 
Missions 

779-0320 618-229-0320 

  Channel Missions 779-0321 618-229-0321 
  JAATT 779-0322 618-229-0322 
  SAAM and Exercise Missions 779-0323 618-229-0323 
  Other Missions and Non-Mission 
Specific 

779-0324 618-229-0324 

  AMC/A37V 779-7872 618-229-7872 
  Flight Manger 779-0301 618-229-0301 
  Weather 779-0308 618-229-0308 

Active Duty Units 

Unit DSN Secure Commercial 
Altus AFB/97 AMW CP 866-6313 866-6694  580-481-6313 
Andrews AFB MD CP 858-5058 858-2198 301-981-5058 
Andersen AFB GU AMCC 315-366-2961 315-366-8291 
Barksdale AFB LA CP 781-2151 318-456-2151 
Barksdale AFB LA Base Ops 781-3226 318-465-3226 
Charleston AFB/437 AW CP 673-2531  673-3354  843-963-

2531/2/3 
Charleston AFB Base Ops 673-3024 843-963-3024 
Dyess AFB 7 BW CP 461-1921 461-6461 328-696-1921 
Eglin AFB FL CP 875-4020 875-4801 850-883-4020  
Eglin AFB FL Base Ops 872-5313 850 -882-5313 
Fairchild AFB CP 657-4051 657-4038 509-247-4051 
Grand Forks AFB /319 ARW CP 362-6711/2 362-6804 701-747-6711/2 
Hickam AFB HI AMCC 315-449-6950 315-448-0260 808-449-6950 
Homestead ARB Base Ops 791-7516 305-224-7516 
Hunter Army Airfield Base Ops 729-5531/5110 912-315-

5531/5110 
Jacksonville NAS Base Ops 942-2511 904-542-2511 
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Kadena AB JA AMCC 315-634-1841 315-634-3030 
Key West NAS Base Ops 483-2770 305-293-2770 
Lajes AB Azores AMCC 312-535-4123 312-535-2404 
Lakeland Linder Rgnl Arpt Mgr 863-648-3299 
MacDill AFB /6 AMW CP 968-4361 968-8871 813-828-4361 
Mildenhall AB UK AMCC 314-238-2247 314-238-2828 
McConnell AFB /22 ARW CP 743-3251 743-4764  316-759-3251 
Moody AFB CP 460-3501 460-4083 229-257-3501 
Moron AB SP CP 314-722-8221 
Moron AB SP Tanker Ops 314-722-

8350/8044 
Patrick AFB CP 854-7001 854-7071 321-494-7001 
Patrick AFB Base Ops 854-2222 321-494-2222 
Ramstein AB GE AMCC 314-479-5992 314-479-4267 
Robins AFB CP 497-2612 497-2611 478-327-2612 
Robins AFB Base Ops 468-2114 478-327-2114 
Seymour Johnson AFB/4 WG CP 722- 1973 722-1644  919-722- 1973 
Seymour Johnson AFB Base Ops 722-4097 919-722-4097 
Travis AFB/60 AMW CP 837-5517 837-7139 707-424-5517 
Tyndall AFB/325 FW CP 523-2155 523-2392 850-283-2155 

ANG and USAFR Units 

Unit DSN Commercial Toll Free 
Bangor/101 ARW 698-7788 207-990-7788 1-800 538-6636 
Barksdale AFB 917 WG CP 781-2151 318-456-9233  
Birmingham/117 ARW CP 778-2441 205-714-2441 
Charleston AFB /315 AW 673-2502 843-963-2502 
Grissom/434 ARW 388-2124 765-688-2124 
Homestead ARB 125 FW CP 791-7072 305-224-7072 1-800 330-8149 
Homestead ARB Base Ops 791-7516 305-224-7516  
Meridian/186 ARG  778-9714/5 601-679-9714 1-800 354-9891 
Pease/157 ARW 852-2459 603-430-2459   

Southwest Florida Intl. Airfield Mgr 239-590-4806 
St. Petersburg-Clearwater Intl Airfield Mgr 727-453-7816 
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Attachment 3 (Added) 

MACDILL AFB KC-135 DIVERT INFORMATION 

Divert Base Heading 
(True) 

Distance 
(NM) 

Altitude 
(FL) 

ETE Fuel 1/2 
KC-135R 

Birmingham (KBHM) 
N33-33.8  W086-45.2 328 406 390 1+05 7.9/6.7 
Charleston AFB (KCHS) 
N 32-53.9  W080-02.4 023 328 390 0+51 6.5/5.3 
Eglin AFB (KVPS) 
N30-29.0  W086-31.5 307 262 390 0+44 5.8/4.6 
Homestead ARB (KHST) 
N25-29.3  W080-23.0 141 182 370 0+30 4.5/3.3 
Meridian NAS (KNMN) 
N32-33.1  W088-33.3 309 421 390 1+09 8.2/7.1 
Patrick AFB (KCOF) 
N28-14.4  W080-36.5 077 103 370 0+20 3.1/1.8 
Robins AFB (KWRB) 
N32-38.4  W083-35.5 344 292 370 0+48 6.1/5.0 
Seymour-Johnson AFB 
(KGSB) 
N35-20.4  W077-57.6 

027 504 390 1+15 8.8/7.7 

Tampa Intl (KTPA) 
N27-58.5  W082-32.0 355 8 050 0+05 1.5/1.0 
Tyndall AFB (KPAM) 
N30-04.2  W085-34.6 310 208 390 0+35 5.0/3.8 

Fuel 1:  Fuel required from MacDill AFB to penetrate, execute a missed approach, climb to 
depicted altitude, fly at best range mach no., and land at the alternate. 

Fuel 2:  Fuel required from MacDill AFB at FL200 over MCF to climb to depicted altitude, fly at 
best range Mach no., and land at alternate. 

Note:  Heading shown is initial true course to divert base. 

Note:  Computations are based on 25,000 pounds of fuel.  KC-135R fuel computations are based 
on a 145,000 pound airplane.  Time and fuel required are based on winds of 270/50.  All climbs 
are based on max climb thrust. 

Note:  Fuel requirements depicted are fuel required enroute, not totalizer readings required to 
begin divert.  Crews must plan so as to land with required fuel reserve after using depicted 
amount of fuel. 
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Attachment 4 (Added) 

BIRDBATH PROCEDURES 

A4.1.  Birdbath Procedures.  Aircraft will taxi through the birdbath using the following 
checklist.  The clear water rinse (birdbath) is required after two events (take-off, landing) below 
3000’ over salt water, per day.  Missions that do not originate from a location that is within 1.25 
miles of salt water do not require a birdbath if one approach to a full stop is flown (Reference: 
T.O. 1-1-691. Aircraft Weapons Systems – Cleaning and Corrosion Control, 3.2.3.).  MacDill 
ground control can confirm the status of the birdbath.  Completion of the “After Landing” 
checklist should be delayed in order to accommodate transiting the birdbath.  Crews will follow 
the checklist in this attachment, Birdbath Procedures.   

A4.2.  To enter the birdbath, taxi southbound on taxiway Echo onto Birdbath taxiway until 
aircraft is just short of the first set of 3 spray bars, abeam the yellow line located on the left side 
of the taxiway.  Ensure the items in the Birdbath Procedures checklist have been accomplished. 
A magnetic sensor will trigger the automatic rinse to begin.  Once water is flowing, the rinse will 
last 3 minutes.  Taxi the airplane so that the pilot is abeam the last set of spray bars at one 
minute, abeam the first yellow line painted across the taxiway at two minutes, and abeam the 
second yellow line at three minutes.  Wait at the last yellow line until the rinse cycle is complete. 
After completing the rinse, finish the “After Landing” checklist and taxi to parking.  Crews will 
expedite shutting down two engines after the birdbath, using the proper checklist.  If entering the 
birdbath after another aircraft has passed through, allow 10 minutes for the birdbath to recharge. 

A4.3.  When aircraft will transit the birdbath enroute to parking, use these procedures after 
clearing the runway.  Finish this checklist before entering the birdbath.  After completing 
birdbath, complete AFTER LANDING checklist. 

1. Do Not Shutdown Engines
2. Lights – As required (CP)
a. Upper Strobe – A, Lower Strobe – OFF
b. Nav Lights – Bright and Steady
c. Nacelle Lights – OFF
d. Taxi Lights – As required (OFF during rinse)
e. Terrain Lights – As required (OFF during rinse)
3. HF Radio – OFF
4. Pilot, Copilot Window Heat & Boom Compartment Window Defrost – OFF
5. Pitot and Q-Inlet Heat Switches – ON
6. Engine Anti-Ice Switches – ON
7. IFF – Standby
a. IFF Function Key – Press
b. Left Arrow Key – Select IFF page, if required
c. PWR LSK – Select STBY
8. FD Mode Selectors – GYRO
9. Air Conditioning Master Switch – OFF
10. Flaps – 50 Degrees
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11. Speedbrakes – 60 Degrees
12. Stabilizer Trim – Set 2.5 Units Nosedown
13. Starter Switches – Ignition
14. APUs – OFF (Doors Closed)
15. Landing/Taxi/Terrain Lights – OFF during rinse (unless required)
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Attachment 5 (Added) 

WAIVER TEMPLATE 
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