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This Air Force Policy Directive (AFPD) establishes AF policy and provides guidance for Airspace/Range
Management and Airfield Operations to include Air Traffic Control and Airfield Management. This pol-
icy directive applies to all AF and AF contractor activities, including the Air National Guard and Air
Force Reserve. This directive implements DoD Directive 5030.19, DoD Responsibilities on Federal Avi-
ation and National Airspace System Matters. Refer recommended changes and questions about his publi-
cation to the Office of Primary Responsibility (OPR) using the AF Form 847, Recommendation for
Change of Publication; route AF Form 847s from the field through MAJOR Command (MAJCOM) pub-
lications/forms managers. Ensure that all records created as a result of processes prescribed in this publi-
cation are maintained in accordance with AFMAN 37-123 (will convert to AFMAN 33-363),
Management of Records, and disposed of in accordance with the Air Force Records Disposition Schedule
(RDS) located at https://afrims.amc.af.mil/. See Attachment 1 for a glossary of references and support-
ing information. 

SUMMARY OF CHANGES

This document is substantially revised and must be completely reviewed. This version supersedes all pre-
vious versions of AFPD 13-2. 

1.  General: The Air Force must sustain a safe and operationally relevant flying environment that pro-
motes combat readiness. This directive supports these objectives by providing management policies gov-
erning air traffic, airfield operations, airspace use, ranges, and air operation support facilities and
equipment controlled by the Air Force and Air Reserve Component. 

1.1.  The Air Force will provide airspace, ranges and aviation support facilities, equipment and ser-
vices that support the full spectrum of Air Force operations. Resources will be established and safely
operated in compliance with applicable laws and regulations contained in Attachment 1. To the great-
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est extent possible, the Air Force will employ all reasonable measures to mitigate detrimental impacts
on the public and the environment when using ranges, aviation support facilities and equipment and
airspace. 

1.2.  The Air Force provides only the aviation support facilities, equipment, and services needed to
accomplish its flying mission, including those complementary services integrated into the national air-
space system. If other agencies provide these resources, the Air Force will not duplicate the services. 

2.  Airfield Operations Support (Air Traffic Control and Airfield Management). The  A i r  Fo rce
staffs, operates and maintains airfield operations assets in peacetime for the purpose of directly supporting
the expeditionary nature of Air Force contingency operations, in terms of readiness, deployable capabil-
ity, and currency to include all related airfield support activities. 

3.  Airspace Management.  

3.1.  Special Use Airspace/Airspace for Special Use (SUA/ASU). HQ USAF develops policy, advo-
cates for resources, and manages the oversight process for SUA/ASU. The Air Force will only man-
age SUA/ASU if one of the following two criteria is met: 1) Management of the SUA/ASU by the Air
Force enables the Air Force to perform its mission, or 2) the SUA/ASU enables another service to per-
form it’s mission and it is clearly determined the AF is the best service to manage the SUA/ASU. AF
managed SUA/ASU that does not meet the aforementioned criteria will be offered to another Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) Service for management. If another DoD Service does not require the SUA/
ASU, it will be returned to the FAA or applicable host nation agency. Air Force units (and MAJ-
COMS) will periodically review the SUA/ASU they manage to ensure it still meets the aforemen-
tioned criteria. Additionally, whenever AF-managed SUA/ASU is not being used it shall be made
available to the FAA or applicable host nation agency for civil use in accordance with DoD Directive
5030.19, DoD Responsibilities on Federal Aviation and National Airspace System Matters. 

3.2.  Combat Airspace Management. HQ USAF provides operational guidance on Combat Airspace
Management to all Air and Space Operations Centers through compliance with Joint and AF doctrine
to include AFDD 2-17, Airspace Control in the Combat Zone, JP 3-52, Joint Doctrine For Airspace
Control in the Combat Zone and AFTTP(I) 3-2.17, Multi-Service Tactics, Techniques, and Proce-
dures for the Theater Air Ground System. 

4.  Ranges. The Air Force will staff, operate and maintain ranges that, as an aggregate, support the full
scope of air, space and information operations. These ranges can be used to perform either testing or train-
ing activities. Ranges are available for inter-service, intra-service, and foreign services use. Civilian activ-
ities can use these ranges for compatible operations on a non-interference basis provided no cost or
liability is incurred by the Air Force. 

5.  Attachment:  

5.1.  See Attachment 1 for related publications used in this directive. 

MICHAEL W. WYNNE
Secretary of the Air Force 
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Attachment 1  

GLOSSARY OF REFERENCES AND SUPPORTING INFORMATION 

References 

AFI 10-707 Spectrum Interference Resolution Program 

AFI 11-201 Flight Information Publications 

AFI 11-202V3 General Flight Rules  

AFI 11-204 Operational Procedures for Aircraft Carrying Hazardous Materials 

AFI 11-208(I) Department of Defense Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) System  

AFI 11-209 Aerial Event Policy and Participation  

AFI 11-214 Air Operations Rules and Procedures 

AFMAN 11-217V1 Instrument Flight Procedures 

AFMAN 11-217V2 Instrument Flight Procedures 

AFI 11-230 Instrument Procedures 

AFI 13-101 Evaluation of Ground RADAR Systems 

AFI 13-112V1 Joint Terminal Attack Controller (JTAC) Training Program 

AFI 13-113V1 Tactical Air Control Party (TACP) and Air Support Operations Center (ASOC) Training
Program 

AFI 13-201 USAF Airspace Management  

AFI 13-202 Overdue Aircraft  

AFI 13-203 Air Traffic Control  

AFI 13-204 Functional Management of Airfield Operations  

AFI 13-208 Rescue Coordination Center Combat Search and Rescue Operating Procedures 

AFI 13-210 Joint Airdrop Inspection Records, Malfunction Investigations and Activity Reporting  

AFI 13-212V1 Range Planning and Operations 

AFI 13-212V2 Range Construction and Maintenance 

AFI 13-212V3 Safe-Range Program Methodology 

AFI 13-213 Airfield Management  

AFI 13-215 ATC Radar Maps and Associated Systems  

AFI 13-216 Evaluation of Air Traffic Control and Landing Systems (ATCALS) 

AFI 13-217 Drop Zone and Landing Zone Operations  

AFI 13-219 Special Tactics Operator Standards and Evaluation Program 

AFMAN 13-220 Deployment of Airfield Operations 
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AFI 13-222 Airfield Operations Officer Training Program 

AFPD 32-70 Environmental Quality 

AFI 32-1044 Visual Air Navigation Systems 

AFMAN 32-1076 Design Standards For Visual Air Navigation Facilities 
AFI 32-7045 Environmental Compliance Assessment and Management Program (ECAMP)  

AFI 32-7061, The Environmental Impact Analysis Process (EIAP) 

AFI 32-7063, Air Installation Compatible Use Zones Program 

AFMAN 91-201 Explosive Safety Standards
AFI 91-202 The US Air Force Mishap Prevention Program  

AFI 91-204 Safety Investigations and Reports  

AFJI 91-206 Participation in a Military or Civil Aircraft Accident Safety Investigation 

AFMAN 99-111 Command, Control, Communications, Computers and Intelligence (C4I) Test and Eval-
uation Process  

AFDD 2-1.7 Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

AFTTP(I) 3-2.17 Multi-Service Tactics, Techniques, and Procedures for the Theater Air Ground System. 

JP 3-52 Joint Doctrine For Airspace Control in the Combat Zone 

DoD Flight Information Publications  

DoD Directive 5030.19, DoD Responsibilities on Federal Aviation and National Airspace System Matters 

DoD Flight Information Handbook 

High Altitude Instrument Approach Procedures 

Low Altitude Instrument Approach Procedures 

Low Altitude Charts 

High Altitude Charts 

IFR Supplement 

VFR Supplement 

Planning Data and Procedures 
 

Code of Federal Regulations 

Part/Title

01 Definitions and Abbreviations  

32 CFR Part 989 Environmental Impact Analysis Process 

65 Certification: Airman Other Than Flight Crew Members  

71 Designation of Class A, Class B, Class C, Class D, and Class E Airspace Areas, Airways, Routes, and
Reporting Points  
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73 Special-Use Airspace  

77 Objects Affecting Navigable Airspace  

91 General Operating and Flight Rules  

93 Special Air Traffic Rules  

95 IFR Altitudes  

97 Standard Instrument Approach Procedures  

99 Security Control of Air Traffic 

105 Parachute Jumping  

157 Notice of Construction Alteration, Activation, and Deactivation of Airports 

170 Establishment and Discontinuance Criteria for Air Traffic Control 

171 Non-Federal Navigation Facilities 

245 Plan for the Emergency Security Control of Air Traffic (ESCAT) 

FAA Handbooks and Orders  

Publication Title
7000.5 Submissions for Air Traffic Publications 
7100.8 Standard instrument Departure (SID)  
7100.9 Standard Terminal Arrival (STAR)  
7110.52 Suspected Illegal Use of Aircraft  
7110.65 Air Traffic Control  
7110.67 Special Aircraft Operations by Law Enforcement Organizations  
7130.3 Holding Pattern Criteria  
7210.3 Facility Operation and Administration  
7220.1 Air Traffic Control Certification Procedures  
7340.1 Contractions  
7350.7 Location Identifiers  
7400.2 Procedures for Handling Airspace Matters  
7610.4 Special Military Operations  
8200.1B US Standard Flight Inspection Manual  
8240.36 Instructions for Flight Inspection Reporting  
8240.41 Flight Inspection/Air Traffic Coordination  
8260.19 Flight Procedures and Airspace  
Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) 
Pilot Controller Glossary (P/CG) 
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