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This instruction implements the respiratory protection requirements of Air Force Occupational Safety and
Health (AFOSH) Standard 48-137, Respiratory Protection Program, and 29 Code of Federal Regulation
(CFR)1910.134, Respiratory Protection Program (RPP). It establishes policies and practices for protec-
tion of active duty Air Force personnel, civilian Department of Defense employees, US Air Force
Reserve, and the Air National Guard units for the 45th Space Wing (45 SW) and Cape Canaveral Air
Force Station (CCAFS). The 45 SW’s Respiratory Protection Program is administered by the 45th Aero-
medical-Dental Squadron (45 ADOS), Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight (BEF) (45 ADOS/SGGB).
The NASA/AF Joint Base Operational Support Contractor (JBOSC) administers and acts as operational
consultants on applicable portions of this instruction at CCAFS. 

SUMMARY OF REVISIONS

This document has changed in order to address the changes made to AFOSH Std 48-137, Respiratory Pro-
tection Program. It updates references and corrects administrative errors. Additionally, sections of the
document that were duplicative to AFOSH Std 48-137 were deleted. A bar ( | ) indicates a revision from
the previous edition. 

1.  Policy.  

1.1.  Respirator Use at 45 SW and CCAFS. 

1.1.1.  Each worker enrolled in the Respiratory Protection Program must be medically cleared for
respirator use prior to wearing a respirator. Medical examination requirements, as determined by
the Aerospace Medicine Council (AMC), will ensure the worker can safely use respiratory protec-
tion equipment. 

http://www.e-publishing.af.mil
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1.1.2.  Workers who are required or recommended by the 45 ADOS/SGGB and/or JBOSC to wear
respirators will be enrolled in the 45 SW Respiratory Protection Program. 45 ADOS/SGGB will
select the type of respirator required based on hazard evaluations. 

1.1.3.  The 45 ADOS/SGGB will provide initial training to supervisors who oversee work activi-
ties of one or more persons who must wear respirators at Patrick AFB, Florida. Training will be
repeated when a new supervisor is assigned to a workplace or a supervisor moves to a different
workplace. Documentation of training will be made on AF Form 55, Employee Safety and
Health Record, or equivalent computerized training records. 

1.1.4.  Gas permeable and soft contact lenses may be worn with respirators at the individual’s
expense. Vision correction inserts for full-face respirators will be purchased by the government
with a user-provided prescription. 

1.1.5.  Air National Guard and Air Force Reserve personnel who have duties that require respira-
tory protection at Patrick AFB shall be enrolled in the Respiratory Protection Program. They will
be trained and fit-tested by BEF personnel initially and annually. Medical exams are required, and
may be provided by the member’s unit if approved by the AMC. 

1.1.6.  Other personnel (civilian DoD personnel and military) deployed to Patrick AFB, CCAFS,
Antigua/ Ascension facilities or downrange sites who are performing duties that require respira-
tory protection must comply with AFOSH Std 48-137. 

1.1.7.  Contractors. These requirements and procedures do not apply to government-owned, con-
tractor-operated (GOCO) operations. All contractors will comply with respiratory protection IAW
29 CFR 1910.134. 

1.1.8.  Tenants. DoD tenants will comply with the requirements set forth in this instruction unless
their specific organization’s policies are more stringent. A copy of all procedures or joint tenant
agreements will be provided to 45 ADOS/SGGB. 

2.  Responsibilities.  

2.1.  Unit commanders at 45 SW will:  

2.1.1.  Enforce the provisions of this instruction within their respective organizations. 

2.1.2.  Appoint a Respiratory Protection Program Monitor at each workplace where respirators are
used (including emergency egress respirators). Appointment will be in writing with a copy sent to
45 ADOS/SGGB. 

2.2.  Supervisors of 45 SW workplaces where respirators are required will, in addition to
AFOSH Standard 48-137:  

2.2.1.  Maintain a BEF-approved, respiratory protection workplace specific written plan. The con-
tent of the plan will include requirements as stated in AFOSH Standard 48-137, Chapter 3 and be
approved annually. 

2.2.2.  Receive initial and periodic (as changes occur in the work center) Supervisor training by
45 ADOS/SGGB. Contact BEF (494-5435) for annual fit-testing and training for work center per-
sonnel. Additional training may be requested if the supervisor determines the worker has insuffi-
cient knowledge of respirator use. 
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2.2.3.  Direct workers to the Optometry Clinic if corrective lenses are needed while wearing a
full-face respirator. Provide the worker with the necessary system or kit for mounting the correc-
tive lenses into the BEF approved respirator. Ensure the system or kit specified for each manufac-
turer's equipment is ordered along with the worker’s respirator. 

2.2.4.  Ensure workers attend annual refresher training and fit-testing provided by 45 ADOS/
SGGB for Patrick AFB or by JBOSC for CCAFS personnel. Provide 45 ADOS/SGGB with train-
ing documentation when training is conducted by JBOSC. 

2.2.5.  Ensure, where applicable, that compressed breathing air meets the requirements of Techni-
cal Order 42B-1-22, Table 2-1. Forward copies of sampling results of any supplied breathing air to
BEF no later than 2 weeks after receipt of results. 

2.2.6.  Maintain AF Form 2772, Certificate of Fit Test, for each worker. 

2.2.7.  Coordinate with 45 ADOS/SGGB for guidance on procurement of respirators. Ensure the
appropriate respirator for which the individual was fit-tested is ordered and received. 

2.3.  Employees required to wear respirators: Comply with AFOSH Standard 48-137, paragraph
2.9. 

2.4.  The 45 MDG is responsible for: The 45 SW Respiratory Protection Program. The 45 MDG/CC
will administratively assure that the Respiratory Protection Program policy and general requirements
for the respiratory protection program are executed through the Bioenvironmental Engineering Office. 

2.5.  The 45th Aerospace Medicine Council and/or Occupational Health Working Group Com-
mittee will:  

2.5.1.  Develop and maintain 45 SW respiratory protection program policies, requirements, gen-
eral practices and control procedures. 

2.5.2.  Coordinate and approve medical surveillance of personnel enrolled in RPP. 

2.6.  Bioenvironmental Engineering Flight at Patrick AFB will: The Bioenvironmental Engineer
(BEE) assigned to the 45 MDG at Patrick AFB is the authority and has primary responsibility for
administering the Respiratory Protection Program at 45 SW and will: 

2.6.1.  Act as the Respiratory Protection Officer for 45 MDG/CC and be the person authorized to
represent the 45 SW committee on matters of policy and procedures related specifically to the res-
piratory protection program. 

2.6.2.  Evaluate, make recommendations and provide general surveillance over the 45 SW Respi-
ratory Protection Program to ensure compliance with regulatory agency requirements. 

2.6.3.  Act as liaison officer between 45 SW and the various regulatory agencies, both federal and
state, with regard to respiratory protection issues. 

2.6.4.  Act as liaison officer within 45 SW between other agencies, organizational elements, etc.,
relative to respiratory protection matters. 

2.6.5.  Provide technical guidance to 45 SW organizations on respiratory protection matters. 

2.6.6.  Audit the record-keeping systems of the Respiratory Protection Programs for 45 SW to
ensure compliance with regulatory agency requirements for licenses, registrations, reports and
records. 
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2.6.7.  Perform on-site surveillance and inspection surveys of respiratory protection use areas,
operations and facilities at CCAFS. 

2.6.8.  Provide technical direction to JBOSC/contractor’s health sections in fulfilling their respon-
sibilities IAW contract. 

2.6.9.  Ensure implementation of 45 SW Respiratory Protection Program requirements for
uprange and downrange stations/bases. 

2.6.10.  Assume technical control, initiate investigations, and direct corrective actions on respira-
tory protection use in emergencies and accidents. 

2.6.11.  Review and certify the adequacy of each shop OI on an annual basis. 

2.6.12.  Evaluate the BEF Respiratory Protection Program annually and ensure completion by
December of each year. 

2.6.13.  Review all base operational contracts or appropriate host-tenant agreements or other gov-
erning standards, as applicable, to ensure contractors comply and provide services IAW 29 CFR
1910.134, Respiratory Protection at CCAFS and Antigua/Ascension facilities. 

2.6.14.  Provide the 45 MDG Respirator Medical Evaluation Questionnaire/Clearance Letter
package to workers who must use respiratory protection devices. 

2.7.  Physical Examination Section (45 ADOS/SGPE) will, in addition to the requirements of
AFOSH Standard 48-137:  

2.7.1.  Perform medical evaluations to determine if workers are physically able to perform duties
while using a respirator. 

2.7.2.  Review the medical history of the worker to identify previous medical conditions that could
preclude respirator use. 

2.7.3.  Send the doctor-approved 45 MDG Respirator Clearance Letter to 45 ADOS/SGGB. 

2.7.4.  Monitor and administer the medical surveillance of workers enrolled in the RPP. 

2.8.  Public Health (45 ADOS/SGGM) and Physical Examination Section will: Identify workers
who require a RPP occupational examination. 

2.9.  Optometry Clinic (45 ADOS/SGGFE) will: Mount the corrective lenses from the system or kit
inside the full facepieces. Temple bars or bands that extend beyond the edge of the respirator are not
permitted. 

2.10.  The 45 Civil Engineer Squadron Fire Chief (45 CES/CEF) will:  

2.10.1.  Develop and conduct a respiratory protection program for all firefighters that meets the
requirements of AFOSH STD 48-137, Respiratory Protection Program, AFI 32-2001, The Fire
Protection Operations and Fire Prevention Program, International Fire Service Training Associa-
tion (IFSTA) Essentials Manual, National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Standards 1500,
1981 and for other organizations using approved, self-contained breathing apparatus (SCBA) as
needed. 

2.10.2.  Ensure required maintenance for SCBAs is performed by the respirator manufacturer or
appointed individual(s) trained and certified by the manufacturer to conduct such maintenance. 
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2.10.3.  Forward copies of sampling results of any supplied breathing air to 45 ADOS/SGGB no
later than 2 weeks after receipt of results. 

2.11.  The 45th Logistics Readiness Flight, Supply will: Establish special issue exception coding
on all item records that pertain to respirators and components. This procedure ensures that requests for
respirators and components have a pre-issue certification from 45 ADOS/SGGB, and will guarantee
that individuals receive the respirators for which they were fit-tested and trained to use and that
incompatible components will not be used. 

2.12.  The JBOSC will:  

2.12.1.  Operationally implement the Respiratory Protection Program IAW 29 CFR 1910.134, as
applicable. 

2.12.2.  Evaluate, make recommendations and provide technical assistance to 45 ADOS/SGGB on
matters concerning respiratory protection at CCAFS. 

2.12.3.  Act as the field representative at CCAFS facilities and liaison to Bioenvironmental Engi-
neering on respiratory protection matters. 

2.12.4.  Maintain records and reports in compliance with 29 CFR 1910.134 and provide general
regulatory surveillance functions for 45 ADOS/SGGB. 

2.12.5.  Provide services and consultation on an “as-required” basis to the 45 ADOS/SGGB on
users at CCAFS facilities. 

2.13.  The Contracting Officers will:  

2.13.1.  Incorporate the applicability of this supplement in all requests for proposals and invita-
tions for bid, to include requests for equipment, materials and services. 

2.13.2.  Ensure existing contracts administered by JBOSC include applicability of this 45 SW
instruction. 

MARK H. OWEN,  Brig Gen, USAF 
Commander 
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