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INFORMED CONSENT FOR WESTOVER ARB EMPLOYEES - HEPATITIS B VACCINE
Hepatitis B vaccine is a non-infectious viral vaccine that is provided at no charge to employees who are exposed or have the potential for
occupational exposure to blood or body substances.  It contains purified Hepatitis B surface Antigen (HBsAG) produced in genetically
engineered yeast cells.  The vaccine may contain up to 5% yeast protein.
This recombinant vaccine is not made from human blood or blood products.
The vaccine is indicated for immunization of all health care workers and emergency response personnel at risk of infection from Hepatitis B
virus as a result of occupational exposure to blood, blood products or other body substances.
The recombinant vaccine provides protective levels of antibodies in greater than 95% of healthy adults who receive all three doses.  Long term
studies indicate that protection against Hepatitis B infection lasts for at least nine years following vaccination.  The need for booster doses has
not yet been defined.
The vaccine is contraindicated for those with a hypersensitivity to yeast, aluminum hydroxide or thimerosal (a mercury derivative).
Vaccination during pregnancy: Although it is always difficult to prove that adverse effects could not occur when any vaccine is given to
pregnant women, the Center for Disease Control states the following - "On the basis of limited experience, there is no apparent risk of adverse
effects to developing fetuses when Hepatitis B vaccine is administered to pregnant women (CDC, Unpublished Data).  The vaccine contains
non-infectious HBsAG particles and should cause no risk to the fetus.  Hepatitis B virus infection affecting a pregnant woman may result in
severe disease for the mother and chronic infection for the newborn.  Therefore, neither pregnancy nor lactation should be considered a
contraindication to vaccination of women."
Rare adverse experiences reported following vaccination, which may or may not be related to the vaccine, have included anaphylaxis,
palpitations, asthma-like symptoms, neurological symptoms and visual disturbances.
HEPATITIS B VACCINE ACCEPTANCE
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DECLINATION STATEMENT FOR HEPATITIS B IMMUNIZATION
I UNDERSTAND THAT DUE TO MY OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE TO BLOOD OR OTHER POTENTIALLY INFECTIOUS MATERIALS, I MAY BE AT
RISK OF ACQUIRING HEPATITIS B VIRUS (HBV) INFECTION.  I HAVE BEEN GIVEN THE OPPORTUNITY TO BE VACCINATED WITH THE
HEPATITIS B VACCINE AT NO CHARGE TO MYSELF.
HOWEVER, I DECLINE HEPATITIS B VACCINATION AT THIS TIME.  I UNDERSTAND THAT BY DECLINING THIS VACCINE, I CONTINUE TO BE
AT RISK OF ACQUIRING HEPATITIS B, A SERIOUS DISEASE.  IF, IN THE FUTURE, I CONTINUE TO HAVE OCCUPATIONAL EXPOSURE TO
BLOOD AND OTHER POTENTIALLY INFECTIOUS MATERIALS WHILE EMPLOYED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE, AND I WANT TO BE
VACCINATED WITH HEPATITIS B VACCINE, I CAN RECEIVE THE VACCINATION SERIES AT NO CHARGE TO ME.
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I HAVE READ THE ABOVE FACTS ABOUT RECOMBINANT HEPATITIS B VACCINE AND I HAVE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY TO ASK QUESTIONS.
I REQUEST THAT THE VACCINE BE GIVEN TO ME.
The vaccine is generally well tolerated.  No serious adverse reactions were reported in clinical studies involving over 10,000 individuals.
However, as with any vaccine, further broad use could reveal rare adverse reactions not previously noted.  The most common reactions are
local soreness, redness and swelling at the injection site.  Generalized complaints occur infrequently.  They may include fatigue/weakness,
headache, dizziness, fever, rash, malaise, nausea, abdominal cramps, diarrhea and cold-like symptoms.
Hepatitis B may occur when the virus, transmitted by infected bodily fluids, is implanted on mucous membranes or introduced through breaks
in the skin.  Hepatitis B infection can have serious, life threatening consequences including acute liver failure, chronic hepatitis and cirrhosis of
the liver.  The virus is predominantly in the blood of patients with active Hepatitis B or patients who are chronic carriers.  It is also found in
tears, saliva, breast milk, urine, semen and vaginal secretions.  It can survive for days on environmental surfaces.  Transmission is also
associated with close interpersonal contact with an infected individual and crowded living conditions.
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